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What Is The Marshalling Detachment?
The marshalling detachment is a separate detachment not associated with any other wing or squadron and is responsible only to CAF headquarters. Our job is to ensure a safe environment for members, aircraft, and visitors at airshows.

The basic function of a marshaller is to control movement of aircraft prior to and after flight.  This function is performed mainly on the ramp at an airport, occasionally on a taxiway, and on the ramp of a wing or squadron hanger.  We do this before, during and after the waiver period at airshows, fly-ins, static shows or a wing or squadron open house.  This function is accomplished using CAF APPROVED marshalling hand signals exercising due care and ensuring that the movement area is clear of vehicular and pedestrian traffic.  WE DO THIS BECAUSE IT NEEDS TO BE DONE AND WE WANT TO DO IT!  Because of our high visibility, we must constantly remind ourselves that we represent the CAF, even if no CAF aircraft are present at the show we happen to be working at the time.

In order to function as a marshaller, you must be alert, highly mobile, flexible, knowledgeable, decisive, and a good communicator.  You must be able to function in extremes of heat and cold, high noise, wind, rain, hunger, long hours, uncooperative spectators, and occasionally rude pilots.  

Marshalling an airshow is a team effort and the team leader is known as the RAMP BOSS whose call sign is usually Orange One. The ramp boss is responsible for the overall activity of the marshallers at an airshow.  He or she is the coordinator, administrator, final decision maker, and is directly responsible to the airshow sponsor, chairman or coordinator for the placement and movement of all aircraft. 

For more information you can check out www.marshallingdetachment.org.
